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FE:STIVAL DIRECTOR'S

WELCOME 
'' IT is with immense pleasure and 

excitement that I extend a warm 
welcome to each and every one 
of you. to lhe vibrant heart of 
literary celebration - the Cairns 

Tropical Writers' Festival! As 'the Festival
Director, it is an honour to ushei in this an, 
nual 0xtrava9anza ofstor1ies, words1 ideas, 
and crealiiiiythai showcases lhe richness 
and diversity of our literary landscape. 

Since 2008, the Cairns Tropical Writ­
ers' Festival has stood as a beacon, iiiu­
minating the power of storytelling and 
the magic of words ,n the Tropical North. 
Year after year, we gather together as a 
community of passionate readers, aspir­
ing writers. and seasoned wordsmilhs to 
celebrate the profound impact of literature 
on our lives. 

This year's festival promises lo be nolh, 
ing short of spectacular. lirom captivat­
ing author talks to interactive workshops, 
from insightful panel d iscussioms to mes­
merizing performances .. our program is 
brimming w ith opportunities to engage, 
inspire, and connect. Whether you're a 
sea.soned bibliophlle or just beginning 
your lrterary journey, there's something 
here for everyone. 

One of the most remarkat>le aspects 
of our festival is its ability to foster cone 
nections - between aulhors ar1d readers, 
between ideas and inspiration, an.d most 
importantly, between people. As you 
immerse yourself in the festivities, I ena 
courage you to embrace the s,pi rit of ca­
maraderie and openness that defines our 

community. Because who knows? You 
may iorge unexpected friendships or dis­
cover' a new favourite author whose words 
resonate deeply within you. 

At the heart of the Cairns Tropical Writ­
ers· Festiv..,I lies a simple yet profound 
belief - that stories have the power to 
change the world. They have the power 
to ignite imaginations, challenge perceir 
lions, and bridge divides. In a world that
often feels far from unified, sharing stories 
serves as a binding oppor tunity, remind­
ing us ol our shared humanity and inter­
connectedness. 

So, as you embark on this literary ad­
venture with us, I invite you to open your 
hearts and minds to the transformative 
power of storytelling as we oelet>rate the 
power of words, the beauty of tangu,age, 
the di,versily of voices, and the boundless 
possibililies that lie within the pages of a 
book. 

Thank you for joining us on this story­
telling journey. Together, we will make this 
year's Cairns Tropical Writers' Festival a 
celebration to remember! 

Festival Director, 
Cairns Tropical Writers' Festival 

Lots For Sale From $219,000 

FREE ride on mower for 1st block sold! 

Contact B1rian Bollton : 0402 440 098
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"With the fantastic line-up of 
local and domestic authors, 
Cairns Tropical Writers Festival 
has ag1ain delivered a fantastic
Event where attendees wrn be 
spoilt for choice." 

Michael Healy MP 
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9:00am-10:45am - Wonkshop - Losing 
the Plot. and Finding it Again with Craig 
Batty 

Ploning is arguably one ,:,f lhe most diffi­
cult aspecls of developing a slory, whether 
for a screer>p!ay, novel or other form. This 
workshop will use crealive screenwriling ap­
proaches lo push parlicipants 10 90 plaoos 
they would not have lhought lo 90:1 

10:45am-11 :30am - Official Opening 

11:00am-12:15pm - Workshop - Un­
leashing Your Creativity for Creative 
Writi"g with Craig Batty 

Do you have ideas that you want lo expl
l

orn 
using creal.ive writing? Are you worki

i

ng on a 
writing projecl bul feel stuck with where to 
take· it next? This workshop is for writers of all 
ages and at all stages, to inject some creativity 
into your ideas Md projects. 

11:45am-1:45pm -Workshop• A Sense 
of Place with Tony Park 

In !his workshop., best-selling aulhor Tony 
Park Will draw on his real-life expel'ien� as 
an author and traveller lo snow allendees how 
to use the ,oore elements of wnting1 • narra-
1ive, dialogue and descriplion - com'bined with 
some real-world tips om research, to success­
fully 'illustrale' what's happening around them. 

12:00pm-1:00pm -Matt Stanton's lmag­
inatorium 

Bring your kids for a delightful adventun, 
With ,one of the nation's mosl loved children's 
book authors, and dive deep into the world of 
Malt:s ,imagination, searching for where the 
icleas for his bestselling book series Funny 
Kid, The Odds and FMI really come from. 

12.00pm-1.00pm - How The Blbl'e De­
stroyed My Religion 

Why are we here? Where did we com"' 

lrom? Wllat tnappens after death? These are 
questions that author John Eroocher has 
asked himself for decades. His pilgrimage 
took him aoross lhe world, exploring lhe 
loundations of faith, including a downward 
spiral i11lo the dark realm of the occult. Join 
John as he uncovers his journey obsessively 
searched for a truth. 

12:00pm-2:ll0pm - Storytellers Lunch -
with Dr Tracy Westerman 

Dr Tracy Westerman AM is a proud Nyamal 
woman from lhe Pilbara region of Western 
Aust ralia arnd long bttn considered a critical 
thoug'hl leader in Aboriginal mental heallh, 
suicide prevention and cullural compelency. 
Join us at th is l'ntemational Women's Day 
even! as we learn how she for-ge<I a path to 
belier Indigenous menial heallh and suicide 
prevenlion ... SOLD OUT .. 

12:30pm-1:45pm • Workshop - How to 
Write a Short Film with Craig Batty 

This workshop will cover lhe foundational 
elemenls of screenwriting, using the shorl 
film as a w'if'/ of underslanding and applying 
these elements. It will cover key aspects of the 
craft s�ch as character, story, theme, narrative 
stmcture and visual storytelling. 

1:15pm-2:15pm -When John met Harry 
When John Magee found himself ·face to 

lace Wilh a h.iiry ghost 1pipe fish wilile diving 
on Hastings Reef, he knew immediately it was 
a rnre opportunily. The image's widespread 
aoolaim served as lhe catalysl for Mage-e's 
vision of creating a children's book peppered 
with whimsy and educalional value. 

1:15pm-2:15pm - Women Sharing their 
Voice with Peace Mitchell & Katy Gar­
n.er 

A caplivaling event showcasing Australian 
women Who embody the power of slorytell-

ing as authors and l eaders. Take the chance to 
be uplifted and molivated by these extraordi­
nary women as they ce'lebrate the impact and 
importance of female voices on 1n1e-rna1iona1 
Women's Day. 

2:00pm-4:00pm •Workshop-The Art & 
Science of Picture Books with Jacque 
Duffy 

Thinking iike an iih,stralor can assist you as 
an auth.or 10 potish your work - even if you 
"can't draw". In this workshop, you will learn 
how to control Ille all-important word count, 
oulline scenes of your story, breathe life into 
your pac ing, and deHne the sign ificant mo­
menls. 

2:30pm-3:30pm - Rocking the Patriar­
chy 

Get ready for bucket loads of feminist pas­
sion. slraighl talk, and mindset provoking, as 
Jilinda Lee chal.lenges us on this I n1erna1ion­
al Women's Day to abolish the onl,' 'ism· still 
standing. still being socially acce�ted, signifi­
cantty impacling women's economic security. 

2:30pm-3:30pm • Romancing the Page 
Join ABC Fa_r North's Amanda Cranston in 

conversalion with local authors Averil Ken­
ny arnd Franoos Dall'Alba, and aulhor of lhe 
best-selling The Last Love Note, Emma Grey, 
as they discuss their passion and insights inlo 
lhe romance genre, anc

l 

discuss why love sto­
ries continue lo be the most purchased genre 
globally. 

3:45pm-4:45pm - Himalayan Dreams: 
Empowering Women and Girls in Nepal 

Sonja Anderson facilitates this panel dis­
cussion with Kirs!y, Som and i'hulm(lya about 
lhe quest for gender equalily and the power of 
education lo change lives. 

3:.45pm-4:45pm - Corey Tutt In conver-

sation with Jo Pyne 
Jo in Tra ilblazing Indigenous STEM ollampi­

on, Corey Tull, in a captivating conversation 
wilh Joann Pyne, as lhey discuss Corey's lat­
est book 'This Book Thinks Ya Deadly' and his 
organisation 'DeadlyScience' which is del'.iver­
ing STEM educa lion to our young people in an 
innova�ve wrr,;. 

3:45pm-4.45pm - My Parents Are Age­
ing, What the Heck Do I Do? 

Australia's aged care system is designed 
to support older people to live well and i nde­
perndenUy at home for as long as possible, but 
the complexlly of the system, oflen prevents 
people accessing it. Join Coral Wilkinson as, 
she guides you th rough lhe back door lo A.us• 
tralia's �ged care system and reveals lhal by 
understanding how lhe system works, can 
gi,ve, you the support you need, when you 
need ii. 

4.15pm-5.45pm -Workshop - The Busi­
ness of Books - How to go from Manu­
script to Bestseller 

Whel.her y,:,u've writlen a memoir, a chil­
drnn's book, a self•help guide, a business 
book, a novel or any genre at all you'll need 
to be aclively invol,ed in the marketing and 
p,omolion of your IJook. Join ·trailblazing local 
sisler s, Peace Mitchell & Kaly Garner, as they 
deliver lhls engaging and interactive session 
outlining the sleps to create a powerful busi­
ness model for your authorship. 

5:00pm-5:45pm - '"I Don't: The Case 
Against Marriage" 

Clementine ford's latest book 'I Don't": The· 
Case Against Marriage, looks al the history of 
marriage �nd lhe idea !hal '!he institution of 
marriage is oppressive to, women. She wfll be 
joined in oonversalion by Jilinda Lee as they 
e•pl,:,re lhe extenl 10 which feminism still 
gi,ves people lhe jitters in A ustralia. 

Wishing all the avid readers 

and \Nriters across the region a 

terrific time at this year's 

Tropical Writers Festival 

www.warrenentsch.com.au Wa1rrenEntschMP

07 4051 2220 warren.entsch.mp@aph.gov.au 

by W. Entsch, Liberal National 
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9:00am-1 1 :OOam • Biggest Book Club 
Lilerary rover, Fiona Sewell lelld, ll vibrant 

panel consisting of Tracey Spioer, Ravi Shan­
kar, Chr,is Hammer and IL.aurie Trott, for an an­
imated discussion a�out Lola in The Mirror by 
Trenl Dalton, Prima F;icie by Suzie Mil ler, and 
Horse by Geraldine Brooks. 

9:00am-10:00am • When Inspiration 
has Left the Building 

Where do we go wllen we feel iike we have 
nothing, when fear wilhirn our creative 11rac­
lice leads us Lo a place of 'stuckness', when 
we feel absol'ulely empty of creative inspir;i­
lion? Why, to lhe world of RISK, of course! 
Join lull-time writer and performance poet, 
Joel McKerrow, as he tap; into your Creative 
Inspiration. 

9:00am-10:00am • The Girl Who Creat­
ed a Worldwide Phenomenon 

Deb Gavarich's debut, The Girl Who Left, 
tells lhe story of her Croatian mother, a 'pro�y' 
bride loving in lhe cane fields of Mossman. l ln 
her wilde-st dreams, Deb didn't e,cpect this sto­
ry lo incite the g lobal frernzy that ii has . John 
Mlikota or the Croatian Embassy joins Deb lo 
explore why this slory has such worldwide 
appeal. 

9:00am-10:00am • Doll's Eye 
Joie Sarah Coll in cooversalion with lhe au­

thor, Leah Kaminsky, as they delve into lhis in­
triguing story of love, loss and surv,ival againsl 
a back<frop of war and displacemen! in 11 930s 
Germany. This story is evocative and compel­
ling, i t  brings into quesUon the gap between 
whal we see, and whal we d'on't. 

9:JOam-10:00am - Book Launch: The 
9th District by Gill ian Long 

10:1 5am-1 1  :15am - Gurri l, Storm Bird 
Join Trevor Fourmile lor a holistic experi-

ence, combining the traditional elements of 
.ong, -dance, and connections to country wi:th 
the modem adaptation of these cultural nar­
ratives into written lorm. Particip.ants will n.ot 
only witness the beaury of Ind igenous Aus­
tralian storytell ing but acti.vely engage in the 
transformative process themselves. 

10 :1 5am-1 1 :1 5am • Endo Days: Life, 
Love and Laughs with Endometriosis 

One in ten people in Australia are living wilh 
endometriosis and countless others are sup­
porting t�em, caring for them, championing 
various irealments and being impacted by lhis 
incurable condition. Comedienne Libby Trainor 
Parker brings vulnerability, humour, and kind­
ness 10 this discussion about this debil itating, 
inv,isible disease. 

10:1 5am-1 1 :1 5am • Writing 11,e Wet 
Tropics - Three Different Approaches 

How does a writer craft a novel set in the 
Wet Tropics? Join a discussion by three local 
writers aboul their researcll and approaches 
Elizabeth Smyth uses magic real ism to explore 
human relationships wilh nature, Louise Henry 
draws on lamily history and historical artefacts 
to link the past and present, and Gillian Long 
employs an immigranl perspective to examine 
class and ideological issues of the 1 930s. 

10 :1 5am-1 1 :1 5am - "So You Want to Be 
a Writer?" The Path to Publ ication 

So, you've written your book. Do you have 
a 'nex!'? There are many ways to publi,h your 
book, and this panel will take a look at some of 
lhe lhings you need to consider gelling your 
book on the market. Join a panel of industry 
experts as they discuss the next steps to get­
ting your boo'k on lhe shelves of ltle book­
store. 

10 :30am-1 1 :00am • Book Launch: 
Christmastime Rhymes by Celia Berrell 

1 1 : 1 5am-1 :1 5pm • Workshop - Top 1 0  
Tips to Make your Manuscript POP 

Bestselling fiction and non-fiction author 
Tony Park will show you how to diagnose what 
you need to do 10 your  manuwipl 10 get it 
ready for submission or publication, just by 
taking a single g' lance al a page you've written. 

1 1 :30am-1 2:00pm • Book Launch: lsh• 
erwood's Australia by Alan Isherwood 

1 1 :30am-1 2:30pm • Man-Made: How 
the Bias of the Past is Being Bui lt into 
the Future 

The winner of 202:, Austr'a' lian Business 
Book Awards for social responsibility and 
longlisted for the 2023 Walkley Book Awa,rd, 
Tracey Spicer· 's !ates! book, Man-Made, ex­
poses the next front ier of feminism. Dr Sa­
mantha Horseman from lhe Queensland Al 
Hub joins Tracey in a discussion that aims to 
open readers' eyes to a transfomnative tech­
nological shift in society and give them the 
tools. to make posrtive change. 

1 1  :30am-1 2:30pm • The Last Love Note 
In 2016, E.mma Grey suffered the unimag­

inable loss of her husband and soulmate, Jeff. 
She wrote her way lhrough her girief, first in 
social media posts for friends , then in articles 
and finally in the contem,porary novel, The Las! 
Love Nole, which has created an international 
outpouring of shared experience of loss and 
love ancl hop&. 

1 1 :30am-1 2:30pm - Book Launch: Bur­
ied Secrets by Caroline de Costa 

A woman lies dead after rumbling down the 
slairs of a Cairns lownhouse. A young man 
is stabbed to death in a �g. hl in his brother's 
kitchen. It's all irn a day's work for Detective 
Cass D iamond. And what seems at first sepa­
rate incidents may have a thread linking them. 
Jo'in Fe.slival Director, Juies Steer in conversa-

ND 
E 

WAVES 
A FAMll Y FTUEMOL Y PUPPET SHOW 

ABOUT LOVE ANO FRIElilJSIIP 
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lion with Caroline de Costa as they discuss the 
latest insl31ment in the Casi Diamond series. 

1 1 :JOam-12:30pm - Jllya: How one In­
digenous wornan from the remote Pi l­
bara transrormed psychology 

Dr Tracy Weslerman's message is simple: 
'There is nolhing we, as Aboriginal people, 
can1! achieve if we believe in ourselves."' Or 
We,terman's ach ievements i nclude leading 
way in the prevenlion of lndrgenous mental 
heallh and suicide pnevenlion and launching 
the Westerman Jilya lnslitute for Indigenous 
Mental Heal th and the lnd·igenous Psychol­
ogy Scholarsh ip Program. Be i nspired by Dr 
Westerman's mission 10 ensure g reater skil ls 
capacity in our highe,t risk, remote commu­
nities lhal has captured the hearls and minds 
-of Australia . 

12:JOpm-1 :00pm • Book Launch; Top
Tips for Interactive Skills in Business 
by Patricia Ryan 

12:45pm-1 :45pm - Growing Up Torres 
Strait Islander 

What makes Zenadth Kes/Torres Strait 
unique? And what is ii like lo he a Torres Strait 
lsl'ander in oonlemporary Australia? Join poet 
and author Samantha Faulkner, along with Aar­
on Fa'Aoso, Thomas Mayo, Jill,an Bowie and 
Lenora Thaker as they showcase the dislinct 
identity of Torres Strait Islanders through their 
diverse voices and journeys. 

12:45pm-1 :45pm . Beyond the Reef and 
Rainforest 

Roge1 Osborne emball<s on a li terary jour­
ney that looks al the history of writing in our 
region. Discover its most prominent and less­
er-known writers, and how our place, its events 
a•d characters inspired the many stories of 
the past and presenl. There's so much more lo 
discover beyond the reef and rainforest! 

LM COV

Wil l iams Esplanade, Pa lm Cove, Ca irns 
Phone (07) 4055 3088 

Palm. Cow is. a h..rxurious local.ion, wilh many world.class � award­
winni:mg resorts., restaurants and spas spannimg the length of our 
pielure,q,,e beachfront esplanade. If you are looking for a horiday lhat 

Discover an unlimited world of possibil ities 
at Cairns Libraries. 

(I.I Books & Magazines Q eAudiobooks 
CJ Clubs Q eBooks 
Q Computer Access, Copy c, eMaga,zines 

& Print c, eLearning 
(I.I DVDs c, eNewspapers 
CJ Events, Activities & Q Free WIFII 

Workshops 
(I.I Meeting Room 

Hire 
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12:45pm-1:45pm. I'd Rather Not ... 
Sometimes a book catches the spirit of lhe 

times. 'I'd Rather Nlot' is about worl<, escape 
and thal something more we all need. Join 
Robert Skinner, one of Australia's most wryly 
funny writers, in dissecting his original and ut• 
Wly hilarious memo,r of reaching for the st�rs 
whil'e lying in a diich. 

12:45pm-1:45pm - The Seven 
Chris Hammer, the bestselling author of 

Scrublands and The TIii, joins Karen Viggers 
for a deep dive into his lalest stunning thrill­
er, The Seven, a compelling thriller filled wilh 
intrigue, emotional depth, and an, evocati•e 
sense of place - where nothing is ever qui1e 
as ii S<l"ems. 

1 :30pm-,2:00pm - Book Launch: The 
Word Jar by Jacque Duffy 

1:30pm-3:30pm • Workshop • How to 
Write a Psychological Memoir 

Memoir writi'ng appeals to those who want 
to record their lamily"s history for future gener­
ations. But going a sle,p further and psycholog­
ically analysing !he story of your life can have 
surprising benefits. In this practical worl<smop, 
Peter Quarr y  will share the benefits of wriling 
a psychological memoir, and provide hands­
on techniques, based on his 2022 book, "If I 
Were You -A Psychologis:t Pvts Himself on the 
Couch". 

2:00pm-3:00pm - Cloudland 
Penny van Oos!erzee's lalesl offering , Cloud­

land, i� a sweeping account of Australia's wet 
tr,opicall rainforest country, from deep time to 
the legendary time of Australia's first peoples, 
fr.om the killing times and maniac.ii destruc­
tion of the forests by European settlers, ID the 
present time of growing awareness of forests 
as the life-force of the planet. 

www.cairnslocalnews.com.au 

2:00pm-3:00pm - Loving My Lying, Dy­
ing Cheating Husband 

Join KerStin Pilz in conversation with Lau­
rie Tron to discuss her memoir of a whirlwind 
romance gone wrnng. Oeliveredl with wis­
dom, humour, and unfailing kindness, this is 
a life-affirming tale or one woman's search for 
belier ways lo love, grieve and forgive. 

2:00pm-3:00pm - The Jaguar 
�rah Holland-Bau wrote her stunning new 

collection during and alter the last years of 
her father's life. WHh electrifying boldness, 
she confronts what it means to be mortal in 
an aslMishi ng a r,d deeply humane portrait of 
a father's Parl\inson's Disease, and a daug'hter 
forged by griel. 

2:00pm-3:00pm -Vendetta 
Tony Park has wor ked as a journa list. press 

secretary, PR consultant and freelance write,. 
Such a variety of roles provided Tony wiih !he 
ideal backgrour,d for his current work as one 
of Australia's leading fiction authors. Join Tony 
in conversation with Australian journalisl, au­
thor, hislorian and screenwriter, Mark Dapin to 
explore his 21sl novel, his wonderfully diverse 
c.ireer, and the alluring escapism of Africa. 

2:30pm-3:00pm - Book Launch: Hima­
layan Dreams: The Story of Som Ta­
mang by Kirsty Nancarrow 

3:15pm-4:15pm - An Act Of Wi ll: Taking 
Your Idea From Script to Screen 

Join CQU's Jan Catloni as she gathers a pan­
el of film industry professionals including Craig 
Baity, Jonathan Brough, Shantell Ketcell and 
Jannah Dryden, revealing the tips and tricks to 
help you succeed in the film industry. 

3:15pm-4:15pm - Robert Runs 
Mariah S�etman's great-great-grandfather, 

Robert 'Goupong' Andersorn, once lhe fastest 

man in Australia and world-recom holller, grew 
up living wiltlin lhe harsh confines of the Dee­
bing Creek Mission - a place run by the malev­
olent Boss Man_ Robert Runs is a poigr,anl look 
into the Deebing Creek Massacre and ltle tough 
reality of mission life. 

3:15pm-4:15pm - Dr Ra.vi Shankar 
Dr Ravi Shankar is an American editor, lit­

era ture professor and Pushcar t prize-winning 
poet, who has published more than fifteen 
books. Join Ra.vi rn conversation as he dis­
cusses his newest offering Tallying the· Hemi­
spheres. 

3:15pm-4:15pm- Muster Dogs: How Ten 
Dogs S tole the Hear1s of Mil lions and 
Changed Lives Forever 

ABC News Breakfast's Lisa Millar joins 
Cairns' conservationist. adventurer ano aultlor 
Tammie Matson, to explore the phenomen<>n 
that i.s Muster Dogs, and why a story about 
farm dogs wa�med the hea1rt of our nation. 

3:30pm-4:00pm - Book Launch: A,:ioma­
ly by Ali Lee 

4:30pm-5:30pm - Writely an d W rongly 
Have you ever wondered about all those 

weir,d spellings to be ·found in Ernglish, mixed 
up your stalactites and your stalagmites or  
pondered what i i  wouh;I take 10  stop people 
adding stray apostrophes to straightforward 
plurals? Join us as Jacinta Reodan talks to 
journalist and Writely or Wrongly author Jo­
anne Anderson about the wild and e•er-chang­
ing wonder that is English. IBring along your 
grammar gripes and settle in for an unstuffy 
look at langvage quirks mingled with lips on 
writing with greater ctarily. 

4:30pm-5:30pm - She and Her Pretty 
Friend 

Throughout history, women's relationships 

have been downgraded and diminished. In­
stead of lovers, lhey are d'ocu mented as par­
ticularly close friends; the lype thal made oul, 
worked, lived, and are buried together. Join 
Danielle Scrimshaw in conversa�on as she ex­
plores women's relationships th,ough Austra­
lian history ar,d aims to dispel this myth. 

4:30pm-5:30pm - Non-Essential Work 
Join the widely published essayist. poet and 

editor Omar Sakr, whose wot1c has been lrans­
lated into Ara'bic and Spanish, in ronversation 
with Yvonne Petsruma, to discuss his latest 
collection of poetry: 

4:30pm-5:30pm - Home to Silo 
lo the small r ural town of Biloela, loud thumps 

on the front door signalled lhe start o! a rou,­
year odyssey that would catapult a you�g •fam­
ily into the heart of a National debate. Former 
Captain of the Socceroos and human righls 
c.i mp.aigner, CraiQ Foster, joins aulhor Rebeck­
ah Holt and Priya Nadesalingam to discuss lhe 
powerful story ol survival, humanit y, and hope 
and how the persistence of a small town finally 
brought a family home to a place of healing. 

4:30pm-5:00pm - Book Launch: Loving 
My Lying, Oy,ing, Cheati ng Husband by 
Kerstin Pilz 

3:45pm-5,30pm - Workshop - How to 
Write True Cr,lme 

lo ltlis workshop, crime expert and author 
of three Australian true-crime books, Dr Maril 
Oapir, addresses lhe practical ques�ons faoe<l 
by first-lime true-crime writers: firnding inquest 
reports arnd court transcripts, visiting prisons, 
interviewing criminals ar,d •detectives, and fig­
u�ing out who is telling the trulh. And, perhaps 
most mportantly, how much danger are you 
getung into? Participants willl feel info:rmed, 
fore�med, forearmed, ar,d ready to star t on 
their true-crime project 

Dine ar,ound 

and save 20% 
Take 1:J0ur taste buds on a first-class trip 

with Crl:jstalbrook Collection in Cairns 

and enjoy 20% off the bill with 

the Crystalbrook Crowd. 

Available at 

� 
l:,«.iat 

Book Now 

CALYPSO 
CUIII 

Offer ends 28 March 202'4. TfiC"s apply. 
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9:00am-10:00am -Change Your Life in Ten 
Minutes 

Everywhere you look someone is peddling 
a lile-changi�g fad b"l frankly, who has lhe 
l.ime? Kick off your Sunday momiag with aw­
lhor Rosanne Michie in conversation with Ja• 
cinta Reddan, CEO of Advance Ca ims, as t�ey 
explore this simple, ing,enious wav lo gel results 
!hal have a grounding in soience. Gel rid ol lhe 
dread, guilt, shame, self-sabotage and quest for 
perleclion. Lower lhe bar and see how great 
your life is. 

9:00am-10:00am • ARC Cr,eatives Chil­
dren's Books 

ARC Disability S<lrvices Creative Aris Coor­
dirnator, Karern Jacksorn joins debut authors, 
Emma Gibbs, Imogen Lambeth, Mel Egan, Son,, 
ya Doust, Adam Reddiclilfee, Aaron Lee and 
Joy Nomani in a true celebration of diversity, 
indusion, and creativity. This talented cdllociive 
of adults living wilh a disability have wriltM 
and illustrated thei, own children's books wilh 
!he support of ARC Disability Services, a RADF 
grant and Gloria Webb of Jabiru Publishing. 

9:00am-10:00am - Averil Kenny in conver­
sation with Amanda Cranston 

Internationally pu�lisMd local aulhor Averil 
Kenny joins ABC Far North's Amanda Cranston 
lo discuss her Journey to publicalion, and life 
after getting published. In a warm and relalab le 
conversati on, Averil will detail her writing pro­
cess, and olf,er tips for dealin!J with the seem­
ingly interminable dry seasoa. those necessary 
bum offs, ancl lhe un predictable nature of the 
flood. 

9:30am-10.00am • Book Launch: Isle of 
The Immortals DragonSkin Ill by Sam 
Woodgarth 

9:00am-11:0011rn - Work.shop - Developing 
3D Characters with the Enneagram 

The Enneagram is a rnodel of the human 
psyche tha! breaks down personalitv into nine 
t ypes and focuses on the way each type per ­
ceives and relates to  the world. When applied to 
fictional characters, ii o·ffers them deplh and au­
thenticity. In this worl<s'hop, Ali S!egart wil l offer 
valuab le insight s to creating characters who ,are 
30 - Deep, Dimensional and Dyna.mic. 

10:15am•11:15am - How to Really Market 
Your Book (and not spend a fortune) 

Kate Toon is an award-1Vinning business 
mentor and digital marketing coach, as well as 
the author of popular business book 'Six Fig­
ures in Schoo l Hours: How lo run a successful 
business and sti ll b@ a good parent.· Ramp up 
your Sunday rnoming wilh lhis h.igh-energy, 
refreshingly honest, practical session that will 
leave you with immediately actionabl'e steps to 

help your book gel Iha readershrp it deserves. 
10:15am-11:15am - Crystal Leonardi in 
conversation with Bee Dent 

Join Cairns' media personality !lee Dent in 
conversation with award-winning, b@sl-selling 
author Crysta l Leonardi as she reflects on her 
son's brain cancer diagnosis in 202.0. Crystal 
worked hard to overcome menlal health batt les 
and becorm a spokes�rson !or anyone willing 
to rise above the ashes of t ragedy and survive. 

10:15am-11:15am - Myfanwy Jones in 
conversation with Kate Mildenhall 

Myfar1wy Jones, the Miles Franklin-short­
listed author of Leap, joins Kate Mild'enhatl in 
conversation about her latest offering. Sel on 
th&. banks of the Tinar<>o Dam, Cool Water, is 
an unforgelta'ble new cross,•generational novel 
about fathers and sons, toxic masculinity and 

9.00am: Slow Bum to 

being an Author 

1.:1.30am: Kokoda 
Kokoda was a defiring battJe or Australia, 
where a b/O(Jng, Ill-equipped force engaged a 
highly experienced and unstoppal:::le 
opposition. Yet few know the names of the 
men who fought on the track, or the detais 
of what happened Bestselirig author Peter 
FltzSlmons Joins former soldier and founder of 
Brothers and Books, Dylan Conway, to delve 
into, this lessenmown side of this icon1c battle. 

3.1.Spm: 

Brothers 

&Books 
Join Founder of 
Brothers n Books, 
Dylan Conway as 
he talks about 
how his charity is 
using bibliotherapy 
to .support our 
covntr'!j"S poli� 
and S@r'vice 
officers. 

Forty years is a lo'1g trne to realse a a-earn
Ek.It that's just how tong Nathan Best wat.ed 
until he become a traditk::!naiJ published 
lllJthor with the Dalrien Hunter aeries of 
action thrll« novGle. n oonvlll'llatiOn IAAth 
Matt I\Aslorley, Nathan wil det.ail how his 
elll)el'ienoeshaveehaped hisstoru. 

10:30am-11 :OOam • Book Launch: Yours 
as Ever, Sam by Mila Douglas 

11:30am-12:00pm • Book Launch: Women 
Leading the Way by Peace Mitchel l & Katy 
Garner 

11:311lam•12:30pm • Tuesday Evenings 
with the Ccpelon Craft Resistance 

Debut a"lhor Kale Solly long dreamt of writing 
a nov,el, but as a mother of six, finding the, time 
was a, challenge. Wh(m her sister offer� to h¢ld 
her to account with a rnonlhly deadline, Kale 
knew it was now or never. Nadia Mead leads 
this conversalion lo expl'ore tllis heart-warming 
story of friendship in an imperfect world. 

11:311lam-12:J0pm- FIim Screening: The 
Do's and Don'ts of ... 

I,n 2017, a leam of cr�ativ,es at ARC Disability 
Services made a shorl film "The• Do's & Don'ts 
of Daling" on a $20 bodgel. The film went on t o  
be awarded t�e Audience Choice at the Cairns 
Underslo;y Film Feslival. 11 sparked a tnlogy of 
films by lhe ARC Creative Ensemble, a lalented 
colloctiv0 of adults living with a disability, w hose 
multi award-wiMing work spans across stage 
and screen. In lh1s sessJon, we will oe screen­
ing all lhree award•winning short films. 

12:311lpm-1:00pm • Book Launch: Tlck­
leTouch an Environmental FalryTale by 
Chantal Munro• 

12,45pm-1,45pm - The Idea of Australia, 
A Search for The Soul of The Nation by 
Julianne Schultz with Jo Pyne 

Whal is the "idea of Australia'? What defines 
the soul of our nation? Are we an egalilarian, 
generous, outward-looking country? Or is Aus­
tr.Ii, a place that has retreated into $ilence and 
denial aboul lhe past and oecome, selfish, 

:10.:lSam: The 

Teacher's Pet 
If UoU thouglt ucu knew the st.oru of The 
Teadier's Pet, get ready to be shocked Join 
Investigative joumalist, podcaster and 
author Hec1ey Thomas 1n converse.too with 
Advance Ceims CEO, Jacinta Reddan as 

Chinese Meal 

Chances are you have seen the video of a 
baritone larnkin getting ar,rest..d, declaring a 
democmcy manifest outside a Chinese 
restaurant. D.Jbbed the pre-emlnent 
Australian meme of the last 10 year$, Mark 
Daph investigated and learned that th's rren's 
stor!,J went to the heart of the Austraian 
underworld ard was indeed, a true crime cult 
classic in the makiig. 

Paule St:ewart OAM is an Australan rock 
lagand. Ha's also a legend of the 
rnown-ent advocaq for the f'reedom 

o
f 

East nmor and West Papua. Join 
Cairns' very own radio lqn::l, Dave 
Werner in conversation to ciScuss 
Paule's lfe from Painters and Dockers to 

theu take uov behn:I the scenes or
ona of the most ntrlgulng ard 

eno.rilg nuder nvst,eries 
of OU'dme. 
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greedy, and insul.r? On the eve of this book 
ooing adapted for screen. join auihor, Julianne 
Schultz AM in conversa�on with Jo Pyne as 
they explore w� Auslralia can realise her true 
potential. 

12:45pm-1 :45pm • It Wa1>n't Meant to Be 
Like This 

In Lisa Wilkinson's first public a ppeararu;e 
since 2022, Vaness;a Allen discusses the sio­
ry of how a young girl from Sydney's western 
subu r bs came to be such a force in Austra• 
lian cultural life, This session will dist:uss the 
long-awai tl>d autobiography lrorn ,ona of Aus­
tralia's most popu!ar, much-loved, and enduring 
media :stars. 

12:45pm-1:45pm - Do Self-Help Books 
Really Help? 

Estimated lo be worth over $20 billion dol• 
lars annually, th& se lf-he'lp industry churns out 
books, apps, videos and anything it can to per­
meate our conversations and cullure. Why are 
these books so popular? And do they actually 
work? Psychologist Peter Quarry pulls baek the 
curtain to expose how this massive industry 
lunctior.s, and the mixed evidence about its 
effectiveness. He describes the real concerns 
many mental health professional s have and 
gives practical tips on hosv to choose (and use) 
a self-help book lo ensure youi get ,optimum re· 
suits. 

1 :30pm-2:00pm • Book Launch: Zozo the 
Zebra Finds Her Spairkle by Sarah Mal­
len 

1 :30pm-2:00pm • Workshop: Wrile• 
Share-Thrive: Mastering Blogging to 
Build Your Online Presence 

Join local ,alltllor and publisher, Crystal Leon­
ardi. to discover how btogging can be your se• 
cret weapon to increasing your profile and on­
line notoriety, ultimately driving morn traffic to 

www.cairnsrocalnews.com.au 

your website. This workshop will equip writers 
of atl ages and levels with the tools they need 
to thrive in today's fast-paced digital landscape .. 

2:00pm-3:00pm - Everyone on this Train 
Is a Suspect 

Join Kale Solly in conversation with the Ben­
jamin Stevenson, author of the award-winning 
stand-up comedian as 1hey explore the unique 
pairing of mystery writing and comedy, a fusing 
thal has thrilled readers of his previous novel, 
Everyone in My Family Has Killed Someone, and 
how he has continued to pioneer this genre in 
his laiesi deliciously wiify novel, Everyone on 
this Train is a Suspect. 

2:00pm-3:00pm - Sunbirds: A Story of 
Love and War 

Mirandi Riwoa is concerned with recreat ing 
histories too few of us know. Her new novei 
Sun�irds, depicts the intri.ate web of identities 
and loyalties created! by war and imperialism, 
and lhe hearlbreaking compromises that so 
often ensue. Miranclijoins Gail Sedorkin in con­
versation as they journey thr()ugh time to West 
Java in 1941 when love and revolution ar<>in the 
air - and war is on its way- to discuss colonial­
ism and its reverberations. 

2:00pm-3:00pm - Sidelines: When Par­
ents Are Not Good Sports 

Chi ldren's sport can bring out the best in 
some kids, and the worst in some parents. Kar· 
en Viggers" newest novel 'Sidelines' follows a 
talented, young football player a$ she grapples 
with an,iety and pressures from her overbear­
ing father. Join Karen in conversation with Tara 
Diversi as they delve into the fraught family and 
team po lilics in the pressure coo�er of teen 
sports. 

2:00pm-3:00pm • Praiseworthy 
Alexis Wright, Iha in ternationally acc'laimed, 

award-winn i ng author joins Jack Wilkie Jans 

to discuss her lat&st offering, Praiseworthy, an 
epic set in the nor th of Australia, told with Iha 
richness, of language and scale of imagery for 
which th& author has oocome renowned. 

2:30pm-3:00pm • Book Launch: Ris&: 
Become Who You Were Born To Be by 
Tegan Rein 

3:15pma4:15pm • Bright Shining: How 
Grace Changes Everything 

We live in an era When 91ace is an i ncreas­
ingly rare currency, The silos in 1vhich we con­
sume information dot the me<lia landscap0 like 
skyscrapers, and our g.rowing distrust ol Iha 
media, politicians and publ1c figures nas choked 
our ability to cut each other slack, to allow each 
other to stumble, to forgive one• another. Join 
Amy Turnbull in conveisation with the crilically 
acclaimed, bestselling and multi- award-winning 
author of Phosphorescence, Juli� B.aird, as they 

e�plore this mysterious but ne.essary hum.n 
quality. 

3:1 Spm-4:1 Spm - The Missionaries, the 
Mercenaries, the Murderers, and the 
Madmen 

Join Aaron Smith in conversation with ABC 
Far North's Amanda Cranston, as he unpacks 
his journey as a nonfiction sloryteJler; From the 
high cor tisol addiction of journalism"s endless 
purs�il of the now that churns the 24-hour 
news cycle. to lhe stillness of the moment that 
long-form first-person prose· allows - join Aaron 
as he e,plores !he froniier of our undersianding 
and comfort z<ine, stepping off into the void and 
being in the palpabl e now. 

4:30pm-5:15pm - The Last Daughter 
Brenda Malthaws, a proud Wiradjuri woman, 

co-dir,ected the feature documentary The Last 
Daughter, based on her book of lhe same, name, 
which was released lo crifical acclaim in Auslra­
lian cinemas and on Netllix in mid-2023. Join 
Brenda as she reveals her journey from being 
parl of the stolen geMration to becoming an 
Author, Speaker, film Director and Storyteller in 
an inspiring testament to the• power of healing 
and reconciliation. 

4:30pm-5:15pm - Courting: An Intimate 
History of Love and the Law 

Join IFNQ Law Association President, Jer­
ry liJCker in conversation with ,ward-winning 
author Alecia Simmonds, as they uncover the 
hidden hislo,y of love and he,rlbre,k in the ar· 
chives of Austra.lian law. 

4:30pm-5:15pm • The Hummingbird Ef­
fect 

Join Juani:ta So,p&r in conversation with au­
thor Kate Mildenhall to discuss thi s epic kalei­
doscopic rale of lour women connected across 
time and plate by am in.visible thread ,md their 
determination to sllapa their own stories. 

Beach Club shopping pre 
www.palmcovebouti� 

_ 

CRAIG CRAWFORD MP 

STATE MEM.BER FOR BARRON RIVER 
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