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p— FESTIVAL

FESTIVALDIRECTOR'S
WELCOME

‘ IT is with immense pleasurs and

excitement that | extend a warm

welcome to each and every one

of you. to the vibrant heart of

literary celebration - the Cairng

Tropical Writers' Festivall As the Feslival

Directar, it is an honour to usher in this an-

nual extravaganza of stories, werds, ideas,

and creativity that showcases the richness
and diversity of our literary landscape.

Since 2008, the Cairns Tropical Writ-
ers' Festival has stood as a beacon, illu-
minating the power of storytelling and
the magic of words in the Tropical North.
Year after year, we gather together as a
community of passionate readers, aspir-
ing writers, and seasoned wordsmiths to
celebrate the profound impact of literalure
on our lives.

This year's festival promises lo be noth-
ing short of spectacular. From captivat-
ing author talks to interactive workshops,
from insightful panel discussions to mes-
merizing performances, our program is
brimming with opportunities to engage,
inspire, and connsct. Whether you'rs a
seasoned bibliophile or just beginning
your literary journey, lhere's something
here for everyone.

One of the most remarkable aspects
of our festival is its abllity to foster con-
nections - between authors and readers,
betvieen ideas and inspiration, and most
importantly, between people. As you
immerse yourself in the festivities, | en-
courage you to embrace the spirit of ca-
maraderie and openness that defines our

(Wholknowsjwhat

(willifindlat™
Al

and exchange

community. Because who knows? You
may forge unexpected friendships or dis-
cover a new favourite author whose words
resonate deeply within you.

At the heart of the Cairns Tropical Writ-
ers” Festival lies a simple yet profound
belief — that stories have the power to
change the world. They have the power
to ignite imaginations, challenge percep-
tions, and bridge divides. In a world that
often feels far from unified, sharing stories
serves as a binding opportunity, remind-
ing us of our shared humanity and inter-
connectedness.

So. as you embark on this literary ad-
venture with us, | invite you to open your
hearts and minds ta the transformative
power of storylelling as we celebrate the
power of words, the beauty of languags,
the diversity of voices, and the boundless
possihilities that lie within the pages of a
book.

Thank you for joining us on this story-
telling journey. Together, we will make this
year's Cairns Tropical Writers' Festival a
celebration to remember!

e S

Festival Director,
Cairns Tropical Writers’ Festival

.
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GOLDSBOROUGH VALLEY

Lots For Sale From $299,000

FREE ride on mower for 1st block sold!

Contact Brian Bolton : D402 440 098
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Sell - Exchange - Buy

"With the fantastic line-up of
local and domestic authors,
Cairns Tropical Writers Festival
has again delivered a fantastic
Event where attendees will be
spoilt for choice.”

Michael Healy MP

{07} 4229 0110
caimzGariarment, Qid.gav.au
PO Box 4737 Cairns Qld 4870
50 Spence Streel, Caims

i racnasi Hoaly M @

www.cairnslocalnews.com.au
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9:00am-10:45am - Workshep - Losing
the Plot, and Finding it Again with Craig
Batty

Plotting i$ arguably une of the mast diffi-
cult aspecls of developing a story, whelher
for a screenplay, novel or ather form, This
workshop will use creative screenwriling ap-
proaches lo push participants 1o go places
they would nol have thought lo ga!

10:45am-11:30am - Official Opening

11:00am-12:15pm - Werkshop - Un-
leashing Your Creativity for Creative
Writing with Craig Batty

Do you have ideas thal you want lo explore
using crealive wriling? Are you working on a
writing project bul feel stuck with where to
take it next? This workshop is for writers of all
ages and at all stages, to inject some creativily
into your ideas and projecls.

11:45am-1:45pm - Workshop - A Sense
of Place with Tony Park

In this workshop, best-selling author Tony
Park will draw on his real-life expetience as
an author and lraveller o show atlendees how
to use the core elemenls of writing - narra-
tive, dialogue and description - combingd with
some real-world tips on research, to success-
fully ‘illustrate’ whal's happening arcund them.

12:00pm-1:00pm - Matt Stanton's linag-
inatorium

Bring your kids for a delightful adventure
with one of the nation's most loved children's
book authors, and dive deep into the worid of
Matt's imagination, searching for where the
ideas for his bestselling boak series Funny
Kid, The Odds and Fluff really come from.

12.00pm-1.00pm - How The Bible De-
stroyed My Religion
Why are we here? Where did we come

Program Guide

from? What happens after death? These are
questions lhal author John Erbacher has
asked himself for decades. His pilgrimage
took him across the warld, exploring the
foundaliens of faith, including a downward
spiral into the dark realm of the occult, Join
John as he uncovers his jourrey obsessively
searched for a truth.

12:00pm-2:00pm - Storytellers Lunch -
with Or Tracy Westerman

Dr Tracy Weslerman AM is a proud Nyamal
woman from the Pilbara region of Western
Austialia and long been considered a critical
thoughl leader in Aboriginal mental heallh,
suicide prevention and cultural competency.
Join us at this Intemational Women's Day
event as we learn how she forged a path to
belter Indigenous mental health and suicide
prevention.”“SOLD OUT**

12:30pm-1:45pm - Workshop - How to
Write a Short Film with Craig Batty

This workshop will cover the foundational
elements of screenwriting, using the short
film as a way of underslanding and applying
these elements. It will cover key aspects of lhe
craft such as character, story, theme, narrative
struclure and visual storytelling.

1:15pm-2:15pm - When John met Harry

When John Magee found himself face to
face wilh a hairy ghosl pipefish while diving
on Hastings Reef, he knew immediately it was
a rare opportunily. The image’s widespread
acclaim served as the calalysl for Magee's
vision of crealing 2 children's book peppered
with whimsy and educational value,

1:15pm-2:15pm - Woman Sharing thair
Voice with Peace Mitchell & Katy Gar-
ner

A caplivaling event showcasing Australian
women who embody the power of storytell-

ing as authors and leaders. Take the chance te
be uplifted and motlivated by these extraordi-
nary womnen as they celebrate the impact and
impartance of female voices on International
Women's Day.

2:00pm-4:00pm - Workshop - The Art &
Science of Picture Books with Jacque
Duffy

Thinking like an iilustrator can assist you as
an author to polish your work - even if you
“can’t draw”. In this workshop, you will learn
how to control the all-important word count,
oulling scenss of your story, breathe lifs into
your pacing, and define the significanl mo-
ments.

2:30pm-3:30pm - Rocking the Patriar-
chy

Get ready for bucket loads of feminist pas-
sion, straight talk, and mindset provoking, as
Jilinda Lee challenges us on this Inlernation-
al Women's Day to abolish the only ‘ism’ still
standing, slill being socially accepted, signifi-
cantiy impacling women's econamic security.

2:30pm-3:30pm - Romancing the Page

Join ABC Far Norlh's Amanda Cranston in
canversation with local authors Averil Ken-
ny and Frances Dall'Alba, and author of the
best-selling The Last Love Note, Emma Grey,
as they discuss their passion and insights into
the romance genre, and discuss why love sto-
ries continue to be the most purchased genre
globalty.

3:45pm-4:45pm - Himalayan Dreams:
Empowering Women and Girls in Nepal

Sonja Anderson facilitales this panel dis-
cussion with Kirsty, Som and Phulmaya aboul
Ihe quest for gender equalily and the power of
education to change lives.

3:45pm-4:45pm - Corey Tutt in conver-

sation with Jo Pyne

Join Trailblazing Indigenous STEM champi-
on, Corey Tult, in a captivating conversation
with Joann Pyne, as lhey discuss Corey's lal-
estbook "This Book Thinks Ya Deadly' and his
organisation ‘DeadlySciencs’ which is deliver-
ing STEM educalion ta gur young people in an
innovalive way.

3:45pm-4.45pm - My Parents Are Age-
ing, What the Heck Do | Do?

Australia’s aged care system is designed
to supporl older people to live well and inde-
pendently at homs for as long as possible, bul
the complexity of the system often prevenls
people accessing il. Join Coral Wilkinson as
she guides you through the back door to Aus-
tralia's aged care system 3nd reveals Ihat by
underslanding how the syslem works, can
give you the support you need, when you
need it

4.15pm-5.45pm - Workshop - The Busi-
ness of Books - How to go from Manu-
script to Bestseller

Whelher you've writlen a memoir, a chil-
dren’s book, a self-help guide, a business
book, a novel or any genre at all you'll need
to be actively involved in the markeling and
praomotion of your book. Join trailblazing local
sisters, Peace Mitchell & Katy Garner, as they
deliver this engaging and interaclive session
outlining the sleps to create a powerful busi
ness model for your authorship.

5:00pm-5:45pm - “| Don't: The Case
Against Marriage”

Clementine Ford's latesl book I Don't™: The
Cass Against Marriags, logks at the history of
marriage and the idea that the inslitutian of
marriage is oppressive to women. She will be
joined in comwversation by Jilinda Lee as they
explore the extent 10 which feminism still
gives people the jitlers in Australia.

Warren ENTSCH wp

Federal Member for Leichhardt

Wishing all the avid readers

and writers across the region a
terrific time at this year’s
Tropical Writers Festival

www.warrenentsch.com.au

07 4051 2220

. Entsch, Liberal

WarrenEntschiiP

warren.entsch.mp@aph.gov.au

www_cairnslocalnews.com.au
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9:00am-11:00am - Biggest Book Club

Literary lover, Fiona Sewell leads 8 vibrant
panel consisling of Tracey Spicer, Ravi Shan-
kar, Chris Hammer and Laurie Trott, for an an-
imated discussion about Lola in The Mirror by
Trent Dalton, Prima Facie by Suzie Miller, and
Horse by Geraldine Brooks.

9:00am=10:00am -
has Left the Building

Where do we go wlien we fagl like we have
nothing, when fear wilhin our crealive prac-
tice leads us lo a place of 'sluckness’, when
we feel absolulely empty of crealive inspira-
tion? Why, to the werld of RISK. of course!
Join full-lime writer and performance poet,
Joel McKerrow, as he taps into your Crealive
Inspiration.

When Inspiratian

9:00am-10:00am - Tha Girl Who Creat-
ed a Worldwide Phenemenon

Deb Gavarich's debut, The Girl Who Lefl,
tells the slory of her Croatian mother, a ‘proxy’
bride living in the cane figlds of Mossman. In
her wildest dreams, Deb didn'l expect this sto-
ry to incite the global frenzy that it has. John
Miikota of the Croatian Embassy joins Deb 1o
explore why this story has such worldwide
appeal.

9:00am-10:00am - Doll's Eye

Join Sarah Coll in conversalion with the au-
thor, Leah Kaminsky, as they delve inlo this in-
triguing slory of love, loss and survival against
a backdrop of war and displacementin 1330s
Germany. This story is evocalive and compel-
ling, it brings into queslion the gap between
whal we see, and whalwe don't.

9:30am-10:00am - Book Launch: The
9th District by Gillian Long

10:15am-11:15am - Gurril, Storm Bird
Jain Trevor Fourmile for a holistic experi-

ence, comhining the lraditional elements of
song, dance, and connections to country with
Lhe modern adaptation of these cultural nar-
ratives into written form. Participants will not
only witness the beauty of Indigenous Aus-
Iralian storytelling but actively engage in the
ransformative process themselves.

10:15am-11:15am - Endo Days: Life,
Love and Laughs with Endometriosis

@ne in tenpeople in Australia are living with
endometriosis and counlless olhers arg sup-
porting them, caring for them, championing
various trealmenls and being impacted by this
incurable condition. Comedienne Libby Trainor
Parker brings vulnerability, humour, and kind-
ness to this discussion about this debilitating,
invisible disease.

10:15am-11:15am - Writing the Wet
Tropics - Three Different Approaches
How does a writer craft a novel set in the
Wet Tropics? Join a discussion by three local
wiilers aboul Lheir research and approaches
Elizabeth Smyth uses magic realism to explore
human refationships wilh nature, Louise Henry
draws on family history and historical artefacts
lo link the past and present, and Gillian Long
employs an immigrant perspective to examine
class and ideological issues of the 1930s.

10:15am-11:15am - “So You Want to Be
a Writer?” The Path to Publication

So, you've written your book. Do you have
a 'nexl'? There are many ways to publish your
book, and lhis panel will take a look at some of
Lhe things you need to consider getling your
hook on the market. Join a panel of industry
experls as lhey discuss Lhe next sleps to get-
ling your book on the shelves of the book-
stere.

10:30am-11:00am - Book Launch:
Christmastime Rhymes by Celia Berrell

11:15am-1:15pm - Workshop - Top 10
Tips to Make your Manusgript POP
Bestselling fictien and non-fictisn author
Tony Park will show you hew to diagnose what
you need to do t¢ your manuscripl 1o get it
ready for submission or publication, just by
taking a single glance at a page yau've writlen.

11:30am-12:00pm - Book Launch: Ish-
erwood's Australiaby Alan Isherwood

11:30am-12:30pm - Man-Made: How
the Bias of the Past is Being Built into
the Future

The winner of 2023 Australian Business
Book Awards for social responsibility and
longlisted for the 2023 Walkley Book Award,
Tracey Spicer's fatest book, Man-Made, ex-
poses the next frontier of feminism. Or Sa-
mantha Horseman from Lhé Queensland Al
Hub joins Tracey in a discussion that aims to
open readers’ eyes to a lransformalive tech-
nological shift in society and give them the
tools to make positive change.

11:30am-12:30pm - The Last Love Note

In 2016, Emma Grey suffered Ihe unimag-
inable loss of her husband and soulmale, Jeff.
She wrote her way through her grief, first in
social media posts for friends, then in articles
and finally in the conlemporary novel, The Last
Love Note, which has created an intemattonal
outpouring of shared experience of loss and
love and hope.

11:30am-12:30pm - Book Launch: Bur-
ied Secrets by Caroline de Costa

A woman lies dead after lumbling down Lhe
stairs of a Cairns lownhouse. A young man
is stabbed to death in a fight in his brother’s
kitchen. It's all in a day's work for Detective
Cass Diamond. And whal seems at firsl sepa-
rate incidenls may have a thread linking them.
Join Festival Director, Juies Steer in cenversa-

lian with Caroline de Cosla as they discuss the
latest inslalment in the Cass Diamond series.

11:30am-12:30pm - Jilya: How one In-
digenous waeiman from the remote Pil-
bara transforimed psychology

Dr Tracy Westerman's message is siniple:
"There is nothing we. as Aboriginal people,
can't achigve if we believe in ourselves™ Or
Westerman's achievements include leading
way in the prevenlien of Indigenous mental
heallh and suicide prevention and launching
lhe Westerman Jilya Inslitute for Indigenous
Mental Health and lhe Indigenous Psychol
ogy Scholarship Program. Be inspired by Or
Westerman's mission 0 ensure greater skills
capacity in our highest risk, remote commu-
nities \hat has captured the hearts and minds
of Australia.

12:30pm-1:00pm - Book Launch: Top
Tips for Interactive Skills in Business
by Patricia Ryan

12:45pm-1:45pm - Growing Up Torres
Strait Islander

What makes Zenadth Kes/Torres Sirait
unique? And what is il like to be a Torres Strait
Islander in contemporary Auslralia? Join poet
and author Samantha Faulkner, along with Aar-
on FaAoso, Thomas Mayo, Jilian Bowie and
Lertora Thaker as they showcase lhe distinct
identity of Torres Strait Islanders through their
diverse voices and journeys.

12:45pm-1:45pm - Beyond the Reefand
Rainforest

Roger Oshorne embarks on 2 literary jour-
ney that looks at the history of writing in our
region. Discever its mest prominent and less-
er-knewn writers, and how cur place, its events
and characlers inspired Ihe many stories of
the past and present. There's so muchmore lo
discover beyond Lhe reef and rainforest!

BEYOND
THE
WAVES

' 8 THE IDEAL LOCAL GETAWAY
Lrjoy the View, ﬂIE ﬁwfand the - TSN e
Dineinor Tak il
o o L e n

@ Fresh Juice A FAMLY FRIENOLY PUPPET SHOW
sl S ABOUT LOVE AND FREENDSHIP

BY ARC'S AWARD WINNING
@ Breakfast Menu CREATIVE TEAM

LNENES N I L
. Fish,Chips & Burgers -

et

SATMARCHITH - 9AM
EDGE HILL STATE SCHOOL
TICKETS

Palm Cove is a lunurious location, wilh many world-class and award-

winning f@sosts, restauants and spas spanning the length af our

picturesque beachfront esplanade. If you are looking for a holiday that
ou will nesiar forget, then Palm Cove is the perfect destination for you.

Williams Esplanade Palm Cove, Calrns
hone (07) 4055 3088

Discover an unlimited world of possibilities
at Cairns Libraries.
< Books & Magazines & eAudiobooks

< Clubs < €Books
< Computer Access, Copy g, eMagazines

& Print & eLearning
< DVDs < eNewspapers
& Events, Activities & < Free WIFI
Workshops

& Meeting Room
Hire

LIBRARIES

WE'RE YOUR
VOCAL LOCAL

® O

PRINTED COMBINED ~ DISTRIBUTION YOUR FREE, INDEPENDENT

COPIES READERSHIP OCATIONS LOCALLY OWKED NEWSPAPER

13,500 45000+ 160+ Covernng local news, spart and saeTTey
from Kazaman tothe Coast

Suite F03, Levell, 12-14 Lake St, Cairns | 07 40317678

dmin@cairnslocalnew s.com,au
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12:45pm-1:45pm - I'd Rather Nat ...

Sometimes a book catches the spiril of the
times. ‘I'd Rather No!' is about work, escape
and that sormething more we all need. Join
Robert Skinner, one of Auslralia’s most wryly
funny writers, in dissecting his original and ut-
terly hilarious memoir of reaching far the slars
while lying in a ditch.

12:45pm-1:45pm - The Seven

Chris Hammer, lhe bestselling authsr of
Scrublands and The Tilk, jeins Karen Viggers
for a deep dive into his latest stunning thrill-
er, The Seven, a compelling thriller filled with
intrigue, emotional depth, and an evocative
sense of place - where nothing is ever quite
as it seems.

1:30pm-2:00pm - Book Launch: The
Word Jar by Jacque Duffy

1:30pm-3:30pm - Workshop - How to
Write a Psychological Memoir

Memoir writing appeals to those who want
to record their family's hislery for fulure gener-
ations. But gaing a slep further and psycholog-
ically analysing the story of your life can have
surprising benefits. In this praclical workshop,
Peter Quarry will share Ihe benelis of wriling
a psychological memoir, and provide hands-
on techniques, based on his 2022 book, "“If |
Were You - A Psychologist Puts Himself on the
Couch”™.

2:00pm-3:00pm - Cloudland

Penny van Oosteraee’s lalest offering, Cloud-
land, is a sweeping account of Australia’s wet
tropical rainforesl country, from deep time (o
the legendary time of Australia's first peoples,
from the killing times and maniacal deslruc-
tion of the foresls by European seltlers, to the
present time of growing awareness of forests
as the life-force of the planet.

www.cairnslocalnews.com.au
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2:00pm-3:00pm - Loving My Lying, Dy-
ing Cheating Husband

Join Kerstin Pilz in conversation with Lau-
rie Trott to discuss her memoir of a whirlwind
romance gone wrong. Delivered with wis-
dom, humour, and unfailing kindness, lhis is
a life-affirming tale of one woman's search for
betler ways lo love, grieve and forgive.

2:00pm-3:00pm - The Jaguar

Sarah Halland-Batl wrole her stunning new
colleclien during and after the last years of
her father's life. With electrifying boldness,
shg cenfronts what it means to be mortal in
an aslonishing and deeply humane portrait of
a father’s Parkinson's Disease, and a daughter
forged by grief.

2:00pm-3:00pm - Vendetta

Tony Park has worked as a journalisl, press
secretary, PR consultant and freetance writer.
Such a variety of roles provided Tony with the
ideal background fer his currenl work as one
of Australia's leading fiction authors. Join Tony
in conversalion with Australian journalist, au-
thor, hislorian and screenwriter, Mark Dapin to
exptore his 21st novel, his wonderfully diverse
career, and the alluring escapism of Africa.

2:30pm-3:00pm - Book Launch: Hima-
layan Dreams: The Story of Som Ta-
mang by Kirsty Nancarrow

3:15pm=4:15pm - An Act Of Will: Taking
Your Idea Fram Script to Screen

Join CQU's Jan Caltoni as she gathers a pan-
el of film industry prafessionals including Craig
Batly, Jonathan Brough, Shontell Ketcell and
Jannah Dryden, revealing lhe tips and tricks lo
help you succeed in the film industry.

3:15pm-4:15pm - Robert Runs
Mariah Sweetman's great-greal-grandfather,
Rowert ‘Goupong’ Anderson, once the fastest

man in Australia and world-record holder, grew
up living within the harsh confines of the Dee-
bing Cregk Mission - a place run by the malgv-
olent Boss Man. Robert Runs is a poignant look
into the Deebing Creek Massacre and Ihe tough
reality of mission life.

3:15pm-4:15pm - Dr Ravi Shankar

Dr Ravi Shankar is an American editor, lit-
erature professor and Pushcart prize-winning
poet, who has published more than [iftesn
books. Join Ravi in conversation as he dis-
cusses his newest offering Tallying the Hemi-
spheres,

3:15pm-4:15pm - Muster Dogs. How Ten
Dogs Stole the Hearts of Millions and
Changed Lives Forever

ABC News Breakfast's Lisa Millar joins
Cairns’ conservationist, adventurer and aulhior
Tammie Matson, to explore the phenomenon
that is Muster Dogs, and why a story about
farm dogs warmed the heart of our nalion.

3:30pm-4:00pm - Book Launch: Anema-
ly by Ali Lee

4:30pm-5:30pm - Writely and Wrongly

Have you ever wondered about all those
weird spelings to be found in English, mixed
up your stalactites and your stalagmites or
pondered what it would take 10 stop people
adding stray aposirophes to straightforward
plurals? Join us as Jacinta Reddan talks to
journalist and Writely or Wrongly author Jo-
anneg Anderson about the wild and ever-chang-
ing wonder that is English. Bring along your
grammar gripes and settle in for an unstuffy
look at language quirks mingled with tips on
wriling with greater clarity

4:30pm-5:30pm - She and Her Pretty
Friend
Throughout history, wemen's relalionships

have been downgraded and diminished. In-
stead of lovers, they are documenled as par-
licularly close friends; the type thal made out,
worked, lived, and are buried logether. Join
Danielle Scrimshaw in conversalion as she ex-
plores women's relationships through Austra-
lian histary arcl aims to dispet this mylh.

4:30pm-5:30pm - Non-Essential Work

Join the widely published essayist, poet and
edilor Omar Sakr, whose work has been trans-
lated into Arabic and Spanish, in cenversalion
with Yvonne Pelsiuma, te discuss his latest
colleclion of postry,

4.:30pm-5:30pm - Heme to Bilo

In the small rurat town of Bilosla, loud thumps
on lhe front door signalled the start of a four-
year odyssey that would catapull a young fam-
ily into the heart of a National debate. Former
Captain of lhe Socceroos and human rights
campaigner, Craig Fosler, joins author Rebeck-
ah Holt and Priya Nadesalingam o discuss the
powerful story of survival, humanity, and hope
and how the persistence of a small town finally
brought a family home to a place of healing.

4:30pm-5:00pm - Bock Launch: Loving
My Lying, Dying, Cheating Husband by
Kerstin Pilz

3:45pm-5:30pm - Workshop - How lo
Write True Crime

In Ihis workshep, <rime expert and author
of three Australian true-crime books, Or Mark
Dapin addresses Lhe praclical queslions faced
by first-time true-crime writers: finding inquest
reports and court lranscripls, visiting prisons,
inlgrvigwing criminals and detectives, and fig-
uring out who is telling the truth. And, perhaps
most mportanlly, how much danger are you
getting into? Participants will feel infermed,
forewamed, forearmed, and ready to slarl on
their true-crime projecl.

NVIOOUd AVAANLYS

Dine around
and save 20%

Take your taste buds on a first-class trip

with Crystalbrook Collection in Cairns
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SUNDAY PROGRAM

and
officers.

SUNDAY

3.1Spm:
Brothers
&Books

Join  Founder of
Brothers n Books,
Dyan Conway as
he taks
how his charity is
uging bibliotherapy
to support  our
country's

CAIRNS

9:00am-10:00am -Change Your Life in Ten
Minutes

Everywhere ysu lsok someona is peddling
a lifa-changing fad bul frankly, who has the
time? Kick off yeur Sunday morning with: au-
thor Rosanne Michie in canversation with Ja-
einta Reddan, CEQ of Advance Caims, as they
explora this simpls, inganicus way to gel resuts
thal have agrounding in science. Gel rid of the
dread, guilt, shame, self-sabotage and quest for
perfection. Lowar tha bar and see how great
your life is.

9:00am-10:00am - ARC Creatives Chil-
dren’s Books

ARC Disability Services Creative Arts Coor-
dinator, Karen Jackson jeins debut authors,
Emma Gibbs, Imagen Lambeth, Mel Egan, Son-
ya Boust, Adam Reddicliffee, Aaron Lee and
Joy Nomani in a true celebration of diversity,
inclusion, and creativity. This talented coltective
of adults living with a disability have writtan
and illustrated their own children’s books wilh
the support of ARC Disability Services, a RADF
grant and Gloria Webb of Jabiru Publishing.

9:00am-10:00am - Averil Kenny in conver-
sation with Amanda Cranston

Internationally published local aulhor Averil
Kenny joins ABC Far North's Amanda Cranstan
to discuss her journey to publication, and life
after getting published. In a warm and relalable
conversation, Averil will detail her writing pro-
cess, and offer tips for dealing with the seem-
ingly interminable dry season, lhose necessary
burn offs, and the unpredictable nature of the
flood.

9:30am-10.00am = Book Launch: Isle of
The Immortals DragonSkin Il by Sam
Woodgarth

9:00am-11:001r - Workshop - Developing
3D Characters with the Enneagram

about

police
service

| 1
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Alexis Wright

The Enneagram is a mode! of the human
psyche that breaks down personality into nine
types and focuses on the way each type per
ceives and relates tothe worlid. When applied to
fictional characters, it o ffers them depth and au-
thenticity. In this workshop, Ali Stegart will offer
valuable insights to creating characters who are
30 - Deep, Dimensional and Dynamic.

10:15ame11:15am - How to Really Market
Your Book {and not spend a fortune)

Kate Toon is an award-winning business
mentor and digital marketing coach, as well as
the aulhor of popular business book ‘Six Fig-
ures in School Hours: How to run a successful
business and still be a good parent.’ Ramp up
your Sunday morning with this high-energy,
refreshingly honest, practical session that will
leave you with immediately actionable stepsto

highly

restaurant.  Dubbed

classic in the making.

1.30am: Kokoda

Kckoda was a defining battle for Australia,
where a young, il-equipped force engaged a

experienced
opposition. Yet few know the narmes of the
men who fought on the track, or the detais
of what happened. Bestseling author Peter
FitzSimons joins former soldier and founder of
Brothers and Books, Dylan Conway, to delve
into this lesserknown side of this iconic battle.

12.45pm: Succulet
Chinese Meal

Chances are you have seen the video of a
baritone larikin gatting arrested, declaring a
democracy manifest outside

Australian meme of the last 10 years, Mark
Dapn investigated and learned that this rmans
story went to the heart of the Austrakan
underworld and was indeed, a true crime cult

helpyourbookget the readership il deserves.
10:15am-11:15am - Crystal Leonardi in
conversation with Bec Dent

Join Cairns’ media personality Bec Dent in
conversalion with award-winning, besl-selling
author Crystal Leonardi as she reflects on her
son's brain cancer diagnosis in 2020. Crystal
worked hard to overcome mental health battles
and become a spokesperson for anyone willing
to rise above the ashes of tragedy and survive.

10:15am-11:15am - Myfanwy Jonas in
conversation with Kate Mildenhal
Myfanwy Jones, the Miles Franklin-short-
listed author of Leap, joins Kate Mildenhall in
convarsation about her latest offering. Set on
the banks of the Tinaroo Dam, Cool Water, is
an unforgettable new cross-generational novel
about fathers and sons, toxic masculinity and

and  unstoppable

.

a Chirese

the  pre-eminent

the damage that can ripple through generations.

10:20am-11:00am - Book Launch: Yours
as Ever, Sam by Mila Douglas

11:3Dam-12:00pm - Boak Launch: Woman
Leading the Way by Peace Mitchell & Katy
Garner

11:30am-12:30pm - Tuesday Evenings
with the Ccpelon Craf Resistance

Debut author Kate Solly long dreamt of writing
anovel, but as a mother of six, tinding the time
was a challenge. Whan her sister offered ta hold
her to account with a manthly deadline, Kate
knew it was now or never. Nadia Mead leads
this conversalion lo explore this heart-warming
story of friendship in an imperfect world.

11:31am-12:J0pm- Film Screening: The
Do’s and Don'ts of ...

In 2017, a team of creatives at ARC Disability
Sarvices made a short film “The Do’s & Don'ts
of Daling™ on a $20 budget. The film went on to
be awarded the Audience Choice at the Caims
Understery Film Festival. It sparked a tnlogy of
films by the ARC Creative Ensemble. a talented
caltective of adults living with a disability, whose
mulli award-winning work spans across stage
and screen. In this session, we will be screen-
ing all three award-winning short films.

12:30pm-1:00pm - Book Launch: Tick-
leTouch an Environmental FalryTale by
Chantal Munro

12:45pm-1:45pm - The Idea of Australia:
A Search for The Soul of The Nation by
Julianne Schultz with Jo Pyne

What is the ‘idea of Australia'? What defines
the soul of our nation? Are we an aegalitarian,
generous, outward-looking country? Qr is Aus-
tralia a placa that has retreated into silence and
denial abaut the past and become selfish,

WWW.CTWF.COM.AU
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greedy, and insul.r? On the eve of this book
oing adapted for screen. join auihor. Julianne
Schultz AM in cnversalon with Jo Pyne as
they explore w1 Auslralia can realise her true
ptential.

12:45pm-1:45pm - It Waln't Meant to Be
Like This

In Lisa Wilkinson's first public appearare
sine 2022, Vaness Allen discusses the sio-
r of how a young girl from Sydney's western
suburbs came to be such a forc in Austrae
lian cultural life, This session will distuss the
long-await B autobiography Iror ona of Aus-
tralia's most popular, muc-loved, an enduring
media stars.

12:45pm-1:45pm - Do Self-Help Books
Really Help?

Estimated lo be worth over $20 billion dole
lars annually, th& self-help industry churns out
books, apps, videos and anything it can to per-
meate our conversations and cullure. Why are
these books so ppular? And do they actually
work? Psycholoist Peter Quarry pulls baek the
curtain to expose how this massive industry
lunctiors, an the mixed evidene abut its
efectiveness. He describes the real concerns
many mental health professionals have an
gives practcal tips on hosw to chose (an use)
a self-help book lo ensure you get optimum re-
suits.

1:30pm-2:00pm ¢ Book Launch: Zozo the
Zebra Finds Her Sparkle by Sarah Mal-
len

1:30pm-2:00pm « Workshop: Wrilee
Share-Thrive: Mastering Blogging to
Build Your Online Presence

Join locl alltllor and publisher, Crystal Leon-
ardi. to discover how btogging can be your see
cret weapon to increasing your profile and on-
line notoriety, ultimately driving mor traffic to

Program Guide

your website. This workshop will equip writers
of atl ages and levels with the tools they need
to thrive in today's fast-paced digital landscape.

2:00pm-3:00pm - Everyone on this Train
Is a Suspet

Join Kale Solll in conversation with the Ben-
jamin Stevenson, aur of the award-winning
stand-up comedian as lhey explore te unique
pairing of mystery writing and comey, a fusing
thal has thrille readers of his previous novel,
Everyone in My Family Has Killed Someone, and
how he has cntinued to pioneer this genre in
his laiesi deliciously wiify novel, Everyone on
this Train is a Suspect.

2:00pm-3:00pm - Sunbirds: A Story of
Love and War

Mirandi Riwoa is concer e with recreating
histories too few of us know. Her new novei
Sunlirds, depicts the intri.ate web of identities
and loyalties created' by war and impialism,
and lhe hearlbreaking compromises that so
often ensue. Mirancijoins Gail Sdorkin in con-
versation as they journey thr(ugh time to West
Java in 1941 when love and revolution ar<in the
air - and war is on itsway- to discuss colonial-
ism and its reverberations.

2:00pm-3:00pm - Sidelines: When Par-
ents Are Not Good Sports

Children's sport can bring out the best in
some kids, and the worst in some parents. Kar-
en Viggers' newest novel 'Sidelines' follows a
talented, young football player a$ she grpples
with an, iety and pressures from her overbear-
ing father. Join Karen in conversation with Tara
Diversi as they delve into the fraught family and
team polilics in the pressure cooler of teen
sprts.

2:00pm-3:00pm ¢ Praiseworhy
Alexis Wright, Iha internationally acc'aimed,
award-winning author joins Jack Wilkie Jans

Melaleuca

Resort Palm Cove

Super Locals Special
Stay 3 Nights in Palm Cove and only Pay for 2

] "
85-23 Williams Esplanade, Palm Cove QLD 4879
Phono 40563222 & wwwmelaleucaresorieomay @ stay@melaloucarosSiieomay

to discuss her lat&st offerng, Praiseworthy, an
epic set in the north of Australia, told with lha
richness of language and scale of imagery for
which th& author has oocome renowned.

2:30pm-3:00pm « Book Launch: Ris&:
Become Who You Were Born To Be by
Tegan Rein

3:15pma:15pm < Bright Shining: How
Grace Changes Everything

We live in an era When 9lace is an inceas-
ingly rare currency, The silos in lvhich we con-
sume information dot the me<ia landscapO like
skyscrapers, and our g.owing distrust ol lha
media, politicians and public fgures nas choked
our ability to cut each other slack, to allow each
other to stumble, to forgive one<another. Join
Amy Turnbull in conveisationwith the criliclly
acclaimed, bstselling and multi-avvrd-winning
author of Phosphorescence, JuliC Baird, asthey

elplore this mysterious but ne - ssar hum.n
quality:

3:1Spm-4:1Spm - The Missionaries, the
Mercenaries, the Murderers, and the
Madmen

Join Aaron Smit in cnversaton with ABC
Far North's Amanda Cranston, as he unpacks
hisjourey as a nonfction slo reller, From the
high cortisol addiction of jour-alisms endless
purslil of the now that churns the 24-hour
news cycle. to Ihe stillness of the moment that
long-Frm first-person prose allows - join Aron
as he e, plores 'he froniier of our undersianding
an comfortz<ne, stepping of into the void and
being in the palpable Nw.

4:30pm-5:15pm - The Last Daughter

Brenda Malthaws, a proud Wiradjuri woman,
«ireted the feature doumentary The Last
Daughter, base on her book of Ihe same name,
which was released lo crifical aclaim in Auslra-
lian cnemas and on Netllix in mid-2023. Join
Brenda as she reveals her journey from being
parl of the stolen geMration to Ibcoming an
Author, Speaker, film Director and Stoyteller in
an inspiring testament to the power of healing
and reconciliation.

4:30pm-5:15pm - Courting: An Intimate
Histoy of Love and the Law

Join FNQ Law Association President, Jer-
ry lJCer in conversation with ,wardwinning
author Alecia Simmonds, as they uncover the
hidden hislo,y of love and he,rlbre,k in the ar-
chives of Australian law.

4:30pm-5:15pm * The Hummingbird Ef-
fect

Jon Juani:a Sopér in coversation with au-
thor Kate Mildenhall to discuss this epic kalei-
doscopic rale of lour women connete across
time and plate by am in.visible thread ,md their
determination to sllapa their own stories.

NVIO0Ud AVANNS

In the

Aorsriec-al the o

o

T

CRAIG CRAWFORD MP

STATE MEMBER FOR BARRON RIVER

oting He

2027

opiee Y oirs P

www.cairnsrocalnews.com.au

Caims Local News, Friday, March 1, 2024 PAG‘E 25




Written a book?

It’d be criminal not to leave a copy
for future generations.

Write yourself into history. |

NATIONAI;
LIBRARY

Deposit your book today.

nla.gov.au/legal-deposit
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